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EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: SHUM, PINT, PINS, PGOV, GH 

SUB J : ARREST OF OPPOSITION LEADERS IN GHANA 

REF: ACCRA 2453 

1 . SUMMARY: GOG HAS PUBLISHED A LIST OF 17 OPPOSITION 
LEADERS TARGETED FOR ARREST. RUMORS HERE ASSERT THAT MANY 
OTHER DISSIDENTS ARE ALSO UNDER ARREST OR ARE BEING 
SOUGHT, BUT NO HARD FIGURES ARE AVAILABLE, END SUMMARY. 

2. IN A PREVENTIVE CUSTODY ORDER DATED APRIL 5 BUT PUBLISHED 
ON APRIL 13, GOG AUTHORIZED ARREST OF 17 PEOPLE, ALL OF WHOM 
ARE BELIEVED TO BE LEADERS OF PEOPLE'S MOVEMENT FOR FREEDOM 
AND JUSTICE (PFMJ ) OR OF OTHER GROUPS OPPOSED TO HEAD OF STATE 
ACHEAMPONG AND HIS UNION GOVERNMENT PROPOSAL, WHICH WAS 
ENDORSED IN A DISPUTED REFERENDUM MARCH 30. LIST IS AS FOLLOWS: 
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3. DR. K. SAFO-ADU, MR. QUA YE MENS AH, MR. K.A. GBEDEMA, 

MR. WILLIAM OFORI ATTA, MR. A.K. DEKU, MR. D.A. LARTEY, 

MR. SAM OKUDJETOE, MR. B.J. DA ROCHA, MR. P.K.K. QUAIDOO, 
MR. VICTOR OWUSU. MR. OBENG MANU, MR. T.D. BRODIE MENDS, 
MR. A.K. ADU AMANKWA, MR. E.R.T. MADJITEY, MR. F.E. JANTUAH, 
ALHAJI SHANI MAHAMA, MR. R.I. ALHASSAN. 
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4. IT IS WIDELY RUMORED HERE THAT MANY OTHER DISSIDENTS 
ARE ALSO BEING HELD OR ARE BEING SOUGHT. ESTIMATES, WHICH 
PROBABLY INCLUDE ABOVE LIST, RANGE FROM ABOUT 40 TO PERHAPS 
150, BUT WE HAVE NO HARD EVIDENCE ON THIS SCORE. WE THINK 
THERE IS AT LEAST SOME TRUTH TO RUMORS BECAUSE CERTAIN 
INDIVIDUALS WHOM WE KNOW TO BE UNDER ARREST, 

SUCH AS PMFJ PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER G.W. AMARETIFIO, ARE 
NOT ON THIS LIST. OTHERS, SUCH AS PMFJ LEADER A.A. AFRIFA, 

ARE NOT ON LIST BUT ARE POSSIBLY BEING SOUGHT. 

5. GOG HAS NOT REVEALED SPECIFIC OFFANSES WHICH DETAINEES 
ARE ALLEGED TO HAVE COMMITTED. (UNDER GHANA'S PREVENTIVE 
CUSTODY LAWS, PERSONS NEED NOT BE CHARGED WITH SPECIFIC 
OFFENSES BUT ARE HELD BECAUSE, TO QUOTE TEXT OF EXECUTIVE 
INSTRUMENT GIVING 17 NAMES ABOVE, GOG DECIDES THAT "IT IS 
IN THE INTEREST OF NATIONAL SECURITY AND IN THE INTEREST OF 

THE SAFETY OF SUCH PERSONS" TO DETAIN THEM). BEFORE REFERENDUM. 
ACHEAMPONG SPOKE OF A PLOT TO DISRUPT VOTING BY CUTTING 
OFF WATER, ELECTRICITY AND GASOLINE SUPPLIES (REFTEL). GOG 
MAY BELIEVE THAT DETAINEES WERE INVOLVED IN THIS ALLEGED 
PLOT. IT SEEMS SOMEWHAT MORE LIKELY, HOWEVER, THAT ARRESTS 
ARE DESIGNED TO PREVENT POST-REFERENDUM STRIKES AND TO 
INTIMIDATE POLITICAL OPPOSITION. 

6. AT THIS POINT WE CANNOT PREDICT HOW LONG DETAINEES MAY 
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BE HELD. AS A PRACTICAL MATTER, THEY COULD BE HELD 
INDEFINITELY BUT WE SPECULATE THAT IF LOCAL CONDITIONS 
REMAIN CALM, GOG MAY RELEASE SOME OF THEM BEFORE TOO 
LONG. HOWEVER, SHOULD WIDESPREAD STRIKES OR OTHER 
DISTURBANCES OCCUR, GOG WOULD PROBABLY DECIDE TO KEEP 
ITS OPPONENTS BEHIND BARS FOR A WHILE LONGER. SMITH 
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